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Key Elements and Supporting Factors
for Green Market Development

Pattraporn Chuenglertsiri, Jongjit Rittirong, Pimolpan Nitnara
Institute for Population and Social Research, Mahidol University

Abstract

A green market is a community space for buying and selling safe food and/or organic produce,
directly connecting producers with consumers. These markets operate under a participatory guarantee
system (PGS) among members, ensuring production and distribution processes that prioritize health,
environmental awareness, traceability, and fair pricing. As an economic mechanism, green markets can
help alleviate poverty among farmers while fostering a sustainable food system within communities.
However, green markets are often located in urban areas where consumers have higher purchasing
power, limiting access to safe food at fair prices for certain groups. Additionally, some green markets
are unable to operate continuously. This article presents the key components and supporting factors
in developing green markets, along with policy recommendations to support and enhance green
markets in Thailand, aiming to foster sustainability in the country’s food system. This study analyzes
data from interviews with green market managers and focus group discussions with farmers and
entrepreneurs participating in green markets across four provinces: Chiang Mai, Ubon Ratchathani,
Nakhon Pathom, and Phatthalung. These successful green markets have been in operation for over
ten years. The findings highlight key components and supporting factors necessary for sustaining
green markets. Key components include (1) location with adequate facilities - providing essential
amenities for buyers and sellers while ensuring affordable stall rental fees that do not burden farmers;
(2) diversity of products - sourcing goods from within the community or nearby areas to minimize
storage and transportation costs; (3) participatory guarantee system (PGS) - establishing agreements
among green market members to maintain product standards; and (4) strong leadership of market
manager - ensuring effective enforcement of PGS to sustain and grow the market. Supporting
factors include (1) cultural and recreational activities - engaging consumer families through events
that enhance community participation; (2) online sales channels - expanding market accessibility
through digital platforms; and (3) farmers’ communication skills - strengthening their ability to convey
information about product origins and production processes to consumers. Given that several local
administrative organizations have been actively establishing green markets, it is crucial to ensure that all
key components are in place to meet the needs of both buyers and sellers. Additionally, supporting factors

should be promoted to sustain green markets as a local economic growth and food security mechanism.

Keywords: green market; sustainable food system; organic agriculture; farmer; economic growth; resilience




