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Abstract

This study aimed to explore the roles of community, spiritual leaders and leaders in religion and local
culture concerning the prevention and management of substance abuse problems at the community
level in Nong Khai province. The primary information providers consisted of 155 individuals and in-depth
interviews were employed. The informants were categorized into four main groups: 55 community leaders,
10 spiritual leaders (eight Buddhists, one Christian and one Islamic), 50 leaders in religion and local culture
(folk philosophers knowledgeable about local wisdom) and five Laotian workers in Nong Khai province.
Data collection methods involved non-participatory observation and qualitative approaches. The study
discovered that community leaders actively engaged in meetings with appointed committees to take
responsibility for their designated tasks. They also promoted campaigns and diverse activities, resulting
in a decline in substance abuse statistics. The role of spiritual leaders involved utilizing Dhamma principles
to encourage mindful living. They focused on enhancing life skills, emphasizing community support and
outreach. They actively participated in benefiting the community, raising awareness about substance
abuse issues through training and ethical teachings. The involvement of local religious and cultural leaders
centered around advising close relatives, and friends. Most of them are local officials or agencies. They provided
useful advice, collaborated with community leaders, emphasized religious activities, while monitoring their
children’s behavior. The Laotian community members working in Nong Khai province all had a part to play in
preventing and combating substance abuse. The village head (village leader) orchestrated plans for activities
by convening meetings to strategize preventive measures against substance abuse. They employed mass
media, radios, and advertisements (public relations) to carry out these plans. Related organizations are
involved in preventing and managing substance abuse issues. It was recommended that to address
substance abuse effectively, there should be an integrated collaboration among related organizations, law
enforcementagencies, community leaders, spiritual leaders, and local cultural figures. Educational initiatives
should focus on the consequences of substance abuse, prevention strategies, and available resources for
treatment and rehabilitation. Addressing substance abuse-related crimes requires sharing information,

joint operations, and community-led initiatives to reduce the demand and supply of addictive substances.

Keywords: community leaders; spiritual leaders; religious leaders; local culture; addictive substance

problems; Nong Khai province




