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The Database and Academic Evidence for Supporting
the Sodium Tax Policy Development Process

Teerawat Apipratyathitikun
Thai Health Promotion Foundation

Abstract

The purposes of this article were to: (1) review and collect the database and the academic
evidence for supporting the Sodium Tax Policy development process; (2) analyze the database
and academic evidence gaps for the Sodium Tax Policy development in Thailand; and (3) recommend
the effective method/guideline for develop the database and academic evidence to the related
agencies by addressing the targeting food products to impose the sodium tax, e.g. semi-processed
foods, chilled and frozen ready-to-eat meals and snacks. The secondary data were reviewed and
analyzed for finding the information gaps from February to August 2024. It was found that the academic
publications can be divided into 4 core structured groups; health/public health, economy/society,
economics, and law/regulation. The limitations and opportunities were identified for the development of more
effective database system and academic evidence for example; health situation information should apply
the standard survey method to determine the sample survey that could be the representative at the
national level and the data collection should be planned to survey as a series that up to date, and
the criterion of sodium content should be recommended in the targeted food products as the tool
for implementation of taxation policy based on nutrition and health promotion against non-communicable
diseases (NCDs) concept. In case of the database of marketing food product, the government
agencies face the problem of accessibility and availability of the data. Therefore, the related agencies
should integrally share and develop the database together and also consider the accordance of related

legal guidelines to efficiently formulate the taxation policy.

Keywords: Sodium tax policy; price elasticity of demand; salt substitutes
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