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A Study of the Relationship between Perception Factors and
Hand-Foot-and-Mouth Disease Prevention Behavior of Parents
of Children in the Child Development Center, Khao Phanom
District, Krabi Province

Phiranat Suwan
Faculty of Public Health, Ramkhamhaeng University, Bangkok, Thailand

Abstract

This study was descriptive, aiming to investigate the preventive behaviors of hand, foot, and mouth
disease (HFMD) among parents at child development centers and to examine the relationship between
perception factors and preventive behaviors against HFMD in Khaopanom District, Krabi Province.
The sample consisted of 248 parents from child development centers. Data were collected using
a Hand-Foot-Mouth Disease Prevention Behavior Questionnaire and analyzed with software to
determine frequency, percentage, maximum value, mean, and standard deviation. Pearson’s
correlation coefficient test was used for correlation analysis. The results indicated that overall perception
of HFMD among parents was high (M=4.48, SD=0.44), with the highest average pertaining to perceived
benefits of disease prevention (M=4.57, SD=0.48). The lowest average related to perceived barriers to
prevention (M=4.37, SD=0.56). Most children’s parents exhibited high-level preventive behaviors against
HFMD (M=4.47, SD=0.51). A significant relationship at the 0.01 level was found between perception
factors and preventive behaviors.

Keywords: disease prevention behavior; perception factor; Hand-Foot-Mouth Disease (HFMD);
Child Development Center
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