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Illegal Sale of E-Cigarettes Around School:
Guidelines for Ensuring the Safety of Children and Youth

Metchanon Prajuablap, Surashet Phosaeng
Thailand Youth Institute, Bangkok, Thailand

Abstract

E-cigarettes are tobacco products that use battery heat to vaporize a liquid contained in a cartridge.
Similar to traditional cigarettes, e-cigarettes release nicotine and other toxins with detrimental effects
on human health. Current customs law of Thailand prohibits e-cigarette imports, while consumer
protection law bans their sale within the country. Despite these regulations, a concerning number of
illegal shops, estimated at 71 in Bangkok alone, were found selling e-cigarettes to all demographics,
including youth and children. These shops employ two concerning strategies: (1) proximity to
schools: a significant majority (70.83%) of these illegal shops are located near schools, making them
easily accessible to students, and (2) targeting youth: shops use visuals, text, and colorful designs
to entice young people, as evidenced by the higher e-cigarette consumption rate (32.30%)
among Bangkok’s youth compared to the national average (25.08%). This data strongly suggests
that the e-cigarette industry deliberately targets youth and children, as evidenced by the higher
consumption rate in Bangkok compared to the national average. To safeguard young people
from the dangers of e-cigarettes, the following procedures are recommended: (1) school-community
collaboration: schools should build relationships with their surrounding communities to
collaboratively monitor and develop preventative measures against e-cigarette sales near schools:
(2) promote informal education to increase knowledge about electronic cigarettes, and (3) strict
law enforcement: law enforcement agencies must vigorously enforce existing laws against illegal

sellers, including online platforms, to effectively halt e-cigarette sales.

Keywords: e-cigarette; children and youth; school
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