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Provincial Enforcement Models for the Alcohol Beverage
Control Act: a Case Study of the 5 Provinces

Sopit Nasueb, Kamolphat Markchang, Orratai Waleewong
International Health Policy Program, Ministry of Public Health, Thailand

Abstract

Effective implementation and enforcement of the Alcohol Beverage Control Act of 2008 have
been a challenge with several key gaps and practical limitations. This study investigated the systems,
mechanisms and models for enforcing the law on alcoholic beverage control at the provincial level.
The study focused on five province: Chiang Rai, Sisaket, Chachoengsao, Nakhon Si Thammarat,
and Pattani, which are the pilot provinces in the SAFER Province Project 2023-2030. This research
was a qualitative study collecting data from literature review, observations, and in-depth interviews
between December 2021 and March 2022. There were four main enforcement models of the alcoholic
beverage control act operated in these four provinces: (1) Provincial Social Organization Operations
(Integrated approach for social order and safety), (2) Sub-Committees for the Enforcement of
the Alcoholic Beverage Control /Sub-Committees for Monitoring the Enforcement of the Alcoholic
Beverage Control, (3) Alcohol and Tobacco Control Operation Unit (ATCU), and (4) The ad-hoc
committee for prioritised issues. Factors that contributed to enforcement models included provincial
targets assigned by the central, leadership and commitment, policy infrastructure and governance,
resources and management, as well as socio-economic-cultural contexts, including marketing
concentration and industry influences. Development of enforcement models should also consider
continuation and sustainability of the system, which involve mid-level/operational mechanisms,

effective resource utilization and mobilization through, and community engagement.

Keywords: Alcohol Beverage Control Act; SAFER province; alcohol policy implementation



