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Childhood and Lower Elementary School Students: a Case
Study of Sand-box Schools
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’Freelance Researcher

Abstract

During the COVID-19 crisis, there has been a regression in the learning process among students in
early childhood education through early elementary levels. Basic reading and writing skills have been
affected. This research aimed to develop and study the effectiveness of a read-aloud model using picture
books to create joyful and meaningful learning experiences for preschool and early elementary students
in the pilot schools of the “Reading for Happiness” prototype school development project. The project was
implemented by the Subdistrict Administration Organization of Pan Suek, Aranyaprathet, Sa Kaeo, through
the Thai Health Promation Foundation funding support. The target group consisted of 34 caretakers, 403
preschool students, and 163 early elementary students from 9 schools. Qualitative data collection for the
development of the prototype model was conducted through content analysis. Quantitative data were
collected through quality assessment of the model, analyzed using mean and standard deviation. The
effectiveness of reading comprehension was also studied through guestionnaires and analyzed using
t-test for a single population compared with a standard criteria. The research findings revealed that: (1)
the developed read-aloud model using picture books to create joyful and meaningful learning experiences
consisted of five stages: raising awareness for reading development, developing skills for reading-aloud
using picture books, implementing read-aloud in the classroom, providing support to enhance development
and create change, and reflecting on the implementation. The content analysis conducted by experts
yielded highly accurate results (mean=3.77, SD=0.06). (2) Preschool students had a significantly higher
self-assessment of their ability to learn happily and meaningfully compared to the criterion of 82.50% at
a statistical significance level of 0.05 with a large effect size and early elementary students had a
significantly higher self-assessment of their ability to learn happily and meaningfully compared to the
criterion of 82.50% at a statistical significance level of 0.05 also with a large effect size. This research
collaborated with reading coach and teachers, and also enhanced by Reading Culture Enrichment
Programmed and university lecturers to foster reading model and process into effective practice for kids.

Functional reading model should require networking and closely working together.

Keywords: read-aloud; picture books; joyful learning; meaningful learning
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