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Situation of Food System in Thailand during
the Past Decade

Jongjit Rittirong, Pattraporn Chuenglertsiri, Pimolpan Nitnara
Institute for Population and Social Research, Mahidol University, Nakhon Pathom Province, Thailand

Abstract

Thailand’s food system exports a large amount of food to the world’s population. Changes due to
natural disasters, climate change, production processes, and global market mechanisms inevitably
have affected the Thai food system. The study of situation and changes in the decade during 2010-2021
was performed by reviewing the literature and collecting data from the agencies was conducted.
Data have urged a concern for various sectors to be aware of the threats to the food system across the food
supply chainin 7 dimensions, according to the concept of Gustafson D, et al., including: (1) food nutrient
adequacy depends on the consumer behavior that varies by age and the popularity of Western fast food
and ready meals is increasing among children and young people, (2) ecosystem stability affected by
climate change. Its impacts are different by regions, (3) food affordability & availability that decreased
from higher food prices, (4) sociocultural wellbeing measured by the inadequacy of the minimum wage
inagriculture, which is insufficient for quality livelihood and the dangers of pesticide use, (5) resilience
is determined by the reduction of agricultural land and the number of agricultural workers. A food
reserve system is needed to alleviate hardships when disaster strikes, (6) food safety problem is due
to chemical and antibiotic residues in food was found to be at dangerous levels, and (7) waste & loss
reduction. The awareness of the value of food should be promoted and the problem of higher food waste
should be raised. The study results assisted to raise awareness of the changes and lead to adaptation.
Data collection is needed to prepare and analyze indicators to help the agency solving problem precisely,
and mitigate the impact of environmental effects. However, this accessible information was collected

via the Internet. Therefore, some present information may exist but could not reveal to the public.
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