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Abstract

This article is a case study on the issue of sexual health among 24 female students with hearing
or interpretive disabilities at 2 secondary schools for the deaf in Bangkok and Chonburi through
a focus group discussion. The focus group discussion showed that female students with hearing or
interpretive disabilities lacked self-esteem. They wished they could communicate like people without
disabilities but were not comfortable to express their thoughts relating to sex. The target group had
little knowledge and misleading information about sexual and reproductive health including HIV/AIDS.
They understood that HIV/AIDS could be transmitted through sexual activities, however, they had a few
misconceptions that HIV/AIDS could also be transmitted through a casual close contact; or it was safe
to engage in same-sex activity. In addition, due to a lack of knowledge and experience, they received
the information through non-professional peers including seniors or pornographic media. This could

lead to an unprotected sexual behaviors.

Keywords: disable women; woman with hearing or interpretive disabilities; sexual health



