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Creating Community Health by Application of
Cultural Capital and Social Enterprise
towards Place Branding

Uthit Atimana
The Art & Culture for Health Literacy Thai Health Promotion Foundation (THPF), Bangkok, Thailand

Abstract

Art & Culture for Health Literacy Thai Health Promotion Foundation (THPF) has a mission to promote
community network partners across the country through the “3 Dee - Vitheesook Project” (good
media, good area and good wisdom) by allowing each community to build on community development
from cultural capital and social capital to lead to community health. The next step is to encourage
community network partners to develop into an organization called social enterprise by selecting
the community network partners to join the project as representatives of 4 regions. The framework
aims to create community well-being in the context of a neoliberal society which consists of
(a) the creation of happiness from the economy in a prosperous community; (b) the creation of
social happiness through participation, cooperation, support, and mutual trust. The development of
cooperation within the community to be more cohesive to social enterprise is intellectually happiness
in learning new skills. These will help supporting social enterprises in being able to truly sustain
themselves; cultural capital of the community will be used to build the brand storytelling,
products, services of the community to be outstanding, different, develop a shared vision, the direction
of community joint development, together to create a place branding of the community for the
wider society with awareness, understand, and gain royalty in the community’s creative economy.
Problems and challenges in the development of network partners to social enterprises are:
(a) creating an organizational culture, leadership and teamwork; as a community-driven core, sacrifice,
dedication, and responsibility not only undertake occasional social contribution activities based
on project donations; and (b) open attitude of community ready to learn adapting management,
marketing and sales, marketing communications to increase the competitiveness of the community

coupled with maintaining community health with balance a in terms of cost and value.

Keywords: cultural tourism; social enterprise; cultural capital; social capital; place branding



