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Abstract

Alcohol policy in Thailand has evolved significantly over the last two decades, owing to mechanisms sup-
ported by the Thai Health Promotion Foundation. This article discusses the role of the Center for Alcohol
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Studies (CAS), a leading think tank on alcohol policy. Prior to the enactment, CAS’s work focused
on the consequences of alcohol consumption in Thailand and a review of other countries’ alcohol
control policies. These works were used to advocate for the regulation of the alcohol industry. The
movement was composed of a number of formal and informal organizations that addressed various
aspects of alcohol control. Finally, they collaborated to develop a comprehensive alcohol control law
that resulted in the passage of the Alcoholic Beverage Control Act, 2008. Following that, each of the
movement’s organizations became more formally established. These included the Alcohol Control
Committee’s office and the Stop Drinking Network. Throughout this time period, these organizations
have operated in support of the Alcoholic Beverage Control Act’s alcohol control provisions. New al-
cohol control measures, such as controlling sale outlets near universities, have been added. CAS
played a critical role in providing supporting information. Overall movement has resulted in a decrease
in per capita alcohol consumption from an average per capita of eight gram of ethanol per year to
an average per capita of seven gram of ethanol per year after the Alcoholic Beverage Control Act,
2008, went into effect.
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