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Abstract

The homeless population are one of the vulnerable groups in a society, who face multiple
well-being challenges including housing insecurity, health-related problems, and financial insecurity
along with welfare issues. Civil-society agencies, state agencies, and academia have been collaborating
to improve every important aspects of the homeless population’s well-being related to factors contributing
to homelessness in those who are vulnerable to homelessness (pre-homeless), those who recently
entered homelessness (new homeless), those who have been continuously homeless (permanent
homeless), and those who have experienced homelessness (post homeless). This article aims to provide
an overview of the current situation on the health promotion for the homeless in Thailand with
collaboration from the civil society, public sector, private sector, and Thai Health Promotion Foundation
(ThaiHealth) that has established a model of health promotion based on the knowledge from the partnership
network. Work was performed in establishing a systemic network in local communities, aiming to
comprehensively prevent and improve the well-being of the homeless, building a strong partnership
network and the homeless leadership to become a leading actor in driving policy change — becoming
“givers” rather than “recipients,”— and advocating policies regarding housing, welfare, and quality
of life with the participation of every actor. Despite achieving a certain level of success, socioeconomic
changes in the future that cause risks and vulnerabilities to homelessness in different aspects may become

major challenges to the systems and networks of the current health promotion for the homeless.
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