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Community-Strength Index
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Abstract

This study aimed to develop a community-strength index as a tool for indexing and measuring
community strengths and weaknesses that are appropriate and easy to replicate. Data were systematically
and accurately collected by the local government; and additional essential data were collected bt the
researcher. It was conducted in 6 steps: (1) literature review, (2) constructing a research framework
presented to stakeholders, (3) reviewing the data collected by local governments, (4) designing a

database for each indicator, (5) collecting additional data, and (6) checking and analyzing results with
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stakeholders. As a result, the instrument was successfully developed with the capacity to identify strengths

and weaknesses of the community in line with the social contexts; and it could also be used for future

study. The information obtained from the use of the tool was beneficial for developing plans and pol-

icies to improve the well-being of community members. Indicator measurements showed that each

community had different sets of strengths and weaknesses, which depended on the social context of

the community and the previous development process. With this tool, local governments could easily measure

up-to-date situation annually. Therefore, this community strength index tool is found to be appropriate and

easily applicable to improve the analysis of local government data.

Keywords: community strength indexing; strength community; healthy community
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