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Assessment of Social Return on
Investment for Healthy Community
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Abstract

Office of Community Health Support and the Local Administrative Organization had initiated

a healthy community development in the livable community network project aiming to create beneficial
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activities for the community’s people. The activities included a school for seniors, a youth volunteer
group on waste management, and physical exercise. Such activities had resulted in changes in
the life quality of those involved in various dimensions, including economic, social, health, and
environmental. Assessing the value of the project needs to consider the monetary value and other
benefits in society that result from projects. The social return on investment (SROI) analysis is a tool
for the project evaluation that measures the value of the benefits relative to the costs of achieving those
benefits. SROI analysis demonstrates clarity of the value of projects to society as a whole. Even if there is
no market value for the outcomes, a monetary representation can be utilized to depict their monetary
value. It generates a clear assessment of the project’s overall value to society. It can be used to keep
track of funded projects in the area. The researchers analyzed six areas of healthy communities as follow
(1) Ban Haed Subdistrict Municipality in Khon Kaen Province, (2) Klang Muang Subdistrict Municipality
in Kalasin Province, (3) Chumphon Subdistrict Administrative Organization in Nakhon Nayok Province,
(4) Waeng Subdistrict Administrative Organization in Narathiwat Province, (5) Phrom Nimit Subdistrict
Administrative Organization in Nakhon Sawan Province, and (6) Chedi Chai Subdistrict Administrative
Organization in Nan Province. The results revealed that the SROI values in all six areas were at 1.57-7.53.
The findings illustrated that every 1 baht invested had a social return of 1.57-7.53 baht, emphasizing
that the healthy community development in the livable community network project in the six healthy

communities was worth investment.

Keywords: social return on investment; Theory of Change; indicators; financial proxy
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