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ABSTRACT

This research article aims to study the basic and non-basic kinship terms of the
Phu Tai people in Waritchaphum District,Sakon Nakhon Province, focusing on their meanings
and the cultural characteristics reflected through these kinship terms. This is a qualitative
study, with data collected from two Phu Tai speakers in Ban Kham Bo, Kham Bo Subdistrict,
Waritchaphum District, Sakon Nakhon Province, using a structured interview. Data were
analyzed using componential analysis. The results revealed 20 basic kinship terms and 26
non-basic kinship terms.

The componential analysis identified five shared semantic dimensions of contrast:
1) generation, 2) age, 3) consanguinity, 4) ender, and 5) paternal/maternal side. These
findings reflect that, in Phu Tai Waritchaphum culture, respect is accorded to elders
according to generational hierarchy,and that paternal and maternal relatives are clearly
and systematically distinguished. Furthermore, the greater terminological complexity found
among paternal kinship terms reflects the greater importance attributed to the paternal side
over the maternal side.

Keywords: Kinship Terms, Phu Tai, Cultural Characteristics, Componential Analysis
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