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ABSTRACT

Chinese Opera (Ngiew) is a performing art with a history spanning over a thousand
years and is widely recognized as one of the world’s valuable cultural heritages. Originating
from folk performances that integrate traditional music, vocal singing, dance, and martial
arts, Chinese Opera has continuously evolved into a refined art form characterized by
well-defined structures and conventions. The art form was introduced to Thailand through
the migration of Overseas Chinese communities and was subsequently adapted to align
with the Thai socio-cultural context in terms of language, facial expressions and gestures, as
well as character roles. This process of adaptation has resulted in a distinct form of Chinese
Opera in Thailand with its own unique identity.

Beyond its role as a source of entertainment, Chinese Opera is closely associated with
the beliefs and ways of life of Chinese communities in Thailand. It is commonly performed
in religious rituals, important festivals, and activities related to the expression of faith toward
sacred entities, thereby reflecting its significance as a cultural medium for the transmission
and preservation of cultural heritage. However, within the rapidly changing context of
contemporary Thai society, Chinese Opera faces the necessity of adapting its performance
formats, presentation techniques, and modes of coommunication to engage younger audiences,
while simultaneously preserving the essential core of its traditional artistry. Such a balance
is crucial to ensuring the sustainable continuity of Chinese Opera as both a performing art
and a treasured cultural heritage.

Keywords: Chinese Opera, Ngiew, Contemporary Thai society
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