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SAKON NAKHON NARRATIVES: A STUDY OF PERCEPTION

THROUGH THE QUEEN OF WAX CASTLE BEAUTY PAGEANT

Torsak Kasemsuk'
'Thai for Communication, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences
Sakon Nakhon Rajabhat University
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ABSTRACT

This research aims to study the narratives of Sakon Nakhon Province presented
through the speech competition of the Queen of Sakon Nakhon Wax Castle beauty pageant
contestants and audience perception during 2023-2024. The study employed qualitative
research methods, analyzing the speech content of 55 contestants and conducting in-depth
interviews with 20 audience members, comprising 10 on-site attendees and 10 online viewers.

The findings reveal that the narratives of Sakon Nakhon Province presented through
speeches can be classified into four categories: 1) Cultural narratives (100%), covering the
Wax Castle parade tradition, indigo-dyed fabric, and ethnic diversity; 2) Religious narratives
(94.55%), focusing on Phra That Choeng Chum Temple and Buddha’s footprints; 3) Natural
narratives (89.09%), highlighting Nong Han Lake and Phu Phan Mountains; and 4) Other
narratives (58.18%), encompassing history, local products, and tourism. All narratives were
constructed through the framework of “Three Dharmas City” (Dharma, Nature, and Culture),
reflecting cultural reproduction aligned with the province’s tourism policies.

Most audience members were able to perceive and understand Sakon Nakhon’s
cultural narratives through the pageant, demonstrated positive attitudes, and expressed
appreciation for the presentation. Differences in perception were found between on-site and
online audiences, with on-site attendees having deeper perceptions in dimensions requiring
sensory experiences, while online viewers benefited from broadcast techniques and flexible
replay options. The concurrent use of both channels is therefore an optimal strategy for
effectively communicating cultural narratives.

Keywords: Narratives, Perception, Queen of Wax Castle, Sakon Nakhon Wax Castle Festival
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