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Abstract

This research article aims to : 1) Study wisdom according to the principles of Theravada
Buddhism 2) Examine beliefs based on the Four Kinds of Faith in the commmunity of Thanlalaod
Subdistrict, Phimai District, Nakhon Ratchasima Province 3) Investigate the development of wisdom in
accordance with the Four Kinds of Faith in the same community. This is a qualitative research study.
The findings are as follows:

1) Wisdom in accordance with Theravada Buddhism : The fundamental principles of wisdom
development stem from rational beliefs in four aspects (1) Kamma-saddha : believing in the law of
karma and that karma truly exists. (2) Vipaka-saddha : believing that all actions inevitably produce
results, and that the results of karma truly exist. (3) Kammassakata-saddha : believing that all beings
are the owners of their actions and must inevitably receive the consequences according to their own
karma and (4) Tathagata-bodhi-saddha : believing in the Enlightenment of the Buddha.

2) Beliefs based on the Four Kinds of Faith in the Thanlalaod community : Faith accompanied
by wisdom is based on truth, while faith lacking wisdom is driven by emotion, self-determined
judgment, and personal attachment without reasoning, which obstructs wisdom. The highest value of
faith is that it leads to practice, achieving inner peace, and ultimately attaining the supreme goal in
Buddhism. It was also found that intentional wrongful actions stem from four causes (1) being hot-
tempered (2) being impulsive (3) being self-centered and (4) being selfish.

3) Wisdom development in accordance with the Four Kinds of Faith : The community holds
rational beliefs in four aspects (1) believing that karma truly exists, and intentional actions are indeed
karma (2) believing in the results of karma, that actions inevitably bring consequences and serve as
causal conditions (3) believing that each individual is the owner of their karma, responsible for and
bound to experience its results and (4) believing that the Tathagata is a fully self-enlightened Buddha.

Such beliefs foster a deep understanding of the law of karma as taught in Buddhism.

Keywords : Wisdom Development, Karma, Beliefs, Four Kinds of Faith
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