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Abstract

The objective of this research was to comparison on the development of
Buddhism in ASEAN and study the influence of Buddhism on the ASEAN society. The
qualitative research used in this study collected data from document then analyzed by
historical analysis and presented by descriptive forms. The study found that the
development of Buddhism in ASEAN; for instance, Thailand, Myanmar, Laos, Cambodia
and Vietnam received Buddhism from India. When comparing the development of each
country, it is different and it depends on the history of that nations. Apparently, Thailand
does not determine the national religion. The King is the patron of all religions. Myanmar
used Buddhism to fight the British colonists and assigned Buddhism to be the national
religion. Laos uses communist rule by Marxism-Leninism. The equality for everyone must
be equal in their work and get a share of the workload. When war broke out, monks
were forced to use labor. Cambodia, Republic of Cambodia, Marshal Lon Nol caused
Buddhism and beliefs to be abolished. Buddhist monks were forced to disrobe and killed.
Consequently, monks took part in the revolution in the democratic era of Cambodia.
Vietnam does not define the national religion because the monks set fire to the death
of the government protest that they were not allow to celebrate the Vesak Day. The
role of Buddhist monks found that they are the political leaders and influence over
people's lives that can be seen from the practice of Dharma according to the teachings
of Buddhism.
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