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Abstract
The objectives of this research were aimed 1) to investigate the levels and types of
language learning strategies which are used by English major students 2) to investigate the levels
and types of critical thinking skills which are used by English major student 3) to compare critical

thinking skills used between high English proficient students and low English proficient students
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:

and 4) to investigate the relationship between the language learning strategies and the critical
thinking skills of English major students. The target group was 134 second, third and fourth year
English majors at Thaksin University in the 2011 academic year. The samples were divided into two
groups: 36 high English proficient students and 36 low English proficient students using the 27%
technique. The research instruments were questionnaires, critical thinking test and interviews.
All the data collected were analyzed by using the SPSS program for frequency, percentage,
arithmetic mean, standard deviation, t-test and Pearson correlation coefficient.

Results revealed that 1) English major students generally applied all six language learning
strategies (Memory, Cognitive, Compensation, Metacognitive, Social and Affective strategies) at a
medium level of use. The majority of the students most used were Compensation strategies, while
Memory strategies were the least level used. Similarly, students of high and low English proficient
students employed Compensation strategies the most used and memory strategies the least
frequently. 2) Students used critical thinking skills at the medium level, Induction was  the highest
level and observation and credibility of source was the lowest level. According to the use of critical
thinking skills in each class, the second year student’s critical thinking skills is at the medium level;
the third year student’s critical thinking skills is at the medium level and the fourth year student’s
critical thinking skills is at the medium level. 3) There was a significant difference between high
and low English proficient students of the use of critical thinking skills at the confidence level of .01
4) Compensation strategies were correlated with Meaning at the confidence level of .05, while
Social strategies were correlated with Assumption Identification at the confidence level of .01 and

also were correlated with Meaning at the confidence level of .05

Key word :

Language Learning Strategies, Critical Thinking Skills, High English Proficient Students,

Low English Proficient Students
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