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ABSTRACT

This research aims to reveal the dynamics and trends in the development and content of
national social studies examinations. Utilizing a historical-analytical research method, this qualitative study
explores the evolution of social studies exam questions from the academic year 2005 to 2021 academic
year. Data was collected from primary sources, including O-NET (Ordinary National Educational Test) exam
papers and newspaper reports, as well as from secondary sources such as research papers and various
documents.

National social studies examinations were developed from the university entrance examination
system that began in the late 1960s. The national-level "O-NET" examination was first implemented for
12th-grade students in the 2005 academic year, administered by the National Institute of Educational
Testing Service (Public Organization). Examinations for 9th and 6th-grade students were introduced
subsequently. The O-NET examination for the social studies learning area is linked to the cultivation of
socio-political ideology. The subject's content is centered on the core pillars of the nation, Buddhism, and
the monarchy. Consequently, students are not extensively taught skills in questioning and critical analysis.

Although the O-NET examination has faced significant problems and criticism, it has, for the first
time, exposed Thailand's educational system through statistical data. This exposure has led to a
heightened awareness of educational issues among both direct and indirect stakeholders, making it a

central topic of debate aimed at improving and elevating the quality of Thai education.

Keywords: Social Studies, O-NET, Thai Educational System, Test Dynamics, National Assessment.
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