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Time and Temporality:

Temporal aspects of international migration studies

Phianphachong Intarat *

Abstract

The field of migration studies in the Thai context mainly
focuses on various aspects of international labor migration such
as sociocultural and economic impacts of immigration on the
host society, access to rights and legal protection for migrant
workers, and sociocultural integration to the host society. In
other words, these topics prioritize social phenomena that take
place in certain spaces, mostly across the territorial boundaries
between nation-states and hence, transnational in nature.
However, even if time is an integral part to the phenomenon of
international migration and Thailand had been a crucial node in

regional migrations, scholarly discussions about time and
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temporality in the context of Thailand’s regional migration
remain scarce. This article, therefore, aims to explore literature
on time and temporality in migration studies, and provide an
example of temporal analysis regarding human mobility and the
Thai state’s attempt to control it, in order to initiate a scholarly
conversation on time and temporality of migration in the region.

Keywords: time, temporality, migration
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> “Temporality refers to the nature or structure of time, in terms of its

objective existence, its subjective experience, or both, and particularly
with respect to the relations among its dimensions (past, present, and
future) and the way in which it passes. It can also include time’s relation

to eternity and to history.”
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