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Pork Barrell Politics and Political Business Cycle:

Factors Influencing Election in Politics of Greece and Thailand

Nonniphat Warashinakhom?

Abstract

This article aims to present 1) an analytical perspective through the Pork Barrel
Political Theory and the Political Business Cycle, and 2) a comparative analysis of
the political situation in Greece and Thailand. In countries with democratic rule, elections
serve as a fundamental political tool for expressing the will of the people to “elect”
and “nominate” individuals deemed suitable for political office. Greece, like Thailand,
is one of these democratic countries. However, during each election, when the signal for
the election has been given, important strategies that shape the behavior of politicians
and political parties, such as pork barrel politics and the political business cycle, emerge.
Consequently, the allocation of the central government budget to local governments
becomes a tool that allows politicians and political parties to employ such strategies to
gain an advantage during elections. Currently, there is a lack of study on the situation
during periods when a country does not have a democratic system of government and
when politicians do not hold political positions, which hampers our understanding of

events under such circumstances.
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