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Abstract 

zones in the following sections: 1) by studying the theoretical 

concepts of national interest theory; interdependence theory; and 

the concept of developing regional and sub-regional cooperation 

towards special border economic zones; these theoretical 

economic development zones since the 2000s; 2) by examining 

special economic zones during the government of General Prayut 

Chan-o-cha (in 2014-2023) including the benefits of increased cross 
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border tourists, and increased numbers of cross border trade and 

logistics; and 3) by concluding and providing recommendations for 

both policy analysis and academic studies, underlining 

consideration of key issues related to the future development of 

Thail  

This article is qualitative research and adopts the documentary 

approach. Data collection is from primary and secondary sources, 

for example government memoirs, policy statements, interviews, 

online newspapers, and relevant research articles. This study 

fo

development policy through special border economic zones 

during the General Prayut Chan-o-cha government was positive 

and constructive, in terms of collaboration for cross border 

economic developments. Although there are some debates in civil 

society regarding land management and public participation in 

solving problems together, eventually people will benefit most 

from the national economic development if the government 

prioritizes national interests over personal interests. 
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