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The Political Economy of Second-hand Clothing:
A Study of Import Reduction Policies on Used

Garments in the East African Community

Pongpan Yormin?

Abstract

This article investigates the background and implementation
of the East African Community (EAC)’s policy to phase out
imports of used clothing and textiles between 2016 and 2018.
The policy aimed to protect and develop the region’s domestic
textile industries by raising import tariffs, with the goal of
banning such imports by 2019. However, fears of losing
preferential trade benefits under the U.S. African Growth and
Opportunity Act (AGOA) led most EAC member states to
abandon the initiative—except Rwanda, which continued to

uphold the policy. Drawing on the theoretical frameworks of
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neo-mercantilism and closed regionalism, the article analyzes
how economic protectionism emerged as a regional strategy to
safeguard national interests and how Rwanda maintained policy

autonomy under global trade pressure.

Keywords: second-hand clothing, East African Community,

Rwanda, neo-mercantilism, closed regionalism
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Eiiea 20,000 NIAULINTIY (De Freytas - Tamura, 2017)

aglsnnu Tudndnumila gsiathuazdnederniioass
@M v & a Y A A aa v ° Yoy
Alananeundufanssunanisiiviaeld et invessauimuun il
1elavaaidestinnuasazasaunswaly Tngsieaimain USAD Tul
A.A. 2017 Huszyg Nt hasdavied erdloaaslulening
sy iurantuassiuigaunilulaf 355,000 duvmie dealviin

N3a319518lann 230 Aums pryansgrel AwausavaeLa eI



2M36N535 “mamu,a“'a'ﬁﬂs‘"maumamummwsmam

Ui 3 adiufi 1 (uns1AN-dnuey 2568) | 189

HAUNIY 1.4 aupunininne luvaieatusguiavemnusemaly

Qi Aflsgldnnmsifiumdneduinussmisuiudanin 140
auisegseUmeiuaeaiu (USAID, 2017, pp. 5, 11, 13-14)

aile Daudgnavnssudmeaneluginiauensning Jusen
idailSeueudaanaieuen nilsluladenanivilvdUsenaunis
dweduunilidiaunsadiufianiseglalanvnainnisnuseme

lugfinaildalasuaidnsnienisinainusemalanwilelviauise

)}

deeandumluveglulssmanguillalagusirainguassaniunig
=t Ya aa Y LA v a &
nilslunislviavsiawnddgegredwiadusznaunisluiensninee
n1sieAdnslumsdsesndudndrgnaaluansgoisnilaglises
donsuazluddnlmnaueddnslunguuienisiulawazlenia

Yo9uaN5 N1 (AGOA) @ 6 1uanimoainsalud a.e. 2000 lae

[y

ANSTOLUSNIUBUANINLAEAINA WA USEMAlULBNS NI7I5TUND

<9 o«

12
[y

] ) va [ sal o 1% = PN
amﬁmmmﬂmamummaﬂuﬂgmmmwmvmeﬂ,’g UBNYINU NIIN

&9 q
1%

v aa 4 a Ya aa
ngrangatuiliniseuginliussmalukensniaiunsald@nsnimy
Tunsdwdringavluianisdmeainyssimeiiany (Third Country
Fabric: TCF) Aviliuszimanflnauaud@sudnsaananaiunsatng
v a A A a A A A
TrgRuwaziasediatunisudnindsemaneuentalayliidedns
AGOA @ s¥inlsfgamnssunisdseand snediuni dunonsnad

aliuegdolUls ulasinsimseninansmungvung AGOA Vel
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ansgousntudeysslevdliuivusirsndmdiunamuluiensni

mﬂﬂ’jﬂqmaﬂwﬂiiuﬁaaawaaﬁmu (Behuria, 2019, pp. 1039-1040)

nuwazmsantiuulgurgnenani @i ideinlodasvasaundn
nguUsEYIAN EAC Tuyesendng a.A. 2016 - 2018

[y

29ANTUTTYIANLENI AR IUDDN (East African Community:

[V [%
I = [

EAC) Wwdussdnsszaugdniafinedunasausnlud a.e. 1967
a = ' P | ' a
wWiatlunalnUssanuanusiuiioseninausenasig q lugiinia
a Y] ! ~ 2 g a a =
Lansn1ngTueen nauneiAnstazdnisydunuinasiulud
A.A. 1977 wazlasun1ssanuduandnasslut a.a. 2000 wetdunaln
NATUAYUNTTUIUNITALET BaZNITUANTILUINEARUATIANI
nsMsEninasemenng q Manglukazaneuenginig lnguseine
NaIUINSIWAUNDHY EAC Junnlvudnasalul 1999 wazinalin
¥ x . xy . v »
N153 0N WIANTUTUBE 1T UNIINIS AN LAWY UL WY LAY
[y 1 d' a [y v 1 [~ a a|
giuan naufiysuAkarsiuaazasusluaundnlul a.e.
2007 4 a1uld (South Sudan) L¥153ueeAnslud A.A. 2016
a15130us5UszESUlneneaaln (Democratic Public of Congo) 441
saunduanndnlul a.a. 2022 TuvaeAlsuds (Somalia) LNeazLdn
sruduantnesdnsilul a.e. 2024
nanladn iWmneddewsnues EAC ARenisatiuayunisdm

@TuazangUassanianisaseninalsemaanidn lnunanis
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Anduauiidnd ﬁmum 979 mifmmqaumwmmmmmﬂuﬂ
A.A. 2005 N153nRana1nsnlalud a.e. 2010 waznsasunulufia
aflisluﬂﬂﬁwlumwfmé’ﬂﬁqL‘q’uaqaiaﬂufl a.d. 2013 wiordunis
LLa’NmLmeﬂumiﬁwmaqaLﬁu'ﬁamzijgﬁmﬂ?faﬁt,ﬂ'mma
wanasalud a.@. 2024 (UN Economic Commission for Africa,
2018, pp. 4-5) ag19l5Anu ANUAAnBYTDIEAITLATYENALAN
AelASEUDUNITANEST HIULT LaznsERawuIAnniIsUnd o
naUselevilhnew1AnIaAs w9 (protectionism) saud slun 1u
nsilesiildsunsiunduiutiundnadilutng 1-2 nenssefrun

4

< v 3 [y a ' a
ﬂﬂigﬁlu%ﬁﬂigWlﬁLLagaﬂﬂﬂ31u5§ﬁﬂUQ3Jﬂ']ﬂGl’N i melulensni

= a A o v o ! Y ) aa
iﬁmﬂﬂquﬂ’lﬂ@uwUiaﬂ“LJUGNLLGWlﬁ’JﬁH 2010 tJUNUNINRUNITLIY

AniuuleuIgianN1sS N INaUsE I TUNIUATYSNIVDIUTLN ALY

<3

1%
=

meluginiavesnuies Inenilduuleueiigniefluduuiide n1s

)
atfuayugeamnssumeluUszmenazlugiinig degiaiauenim
nzfusenfiiudnvidugimalunivueniniiinnog meldnszua
Aanand laenguusemanig o aglugdaialaiiauuiAnlunis
AvuaulguignIuATEgRamuLUIMNTIRden Wunswauwae
AuasesgravnssuneluUszinasiis o melugiinig dadunszua
auAaTaLdtuLLNAnM TR MAATYFRANaTNN SISy
pamlandidunuamslunisimusulouiemaasvgianssuandn
melugiinialugrmemsseneu (O'Reilly, 2023, pp. 53-54, 59-60,

64-67) Ine EAC AiluesAnssgiuginaninnegnielinszuaninand
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miskuiy faUsngIntul a.e. 2012 EAC tasinsuseneldununig
ffeidufinsiFealunisivuauloniedugnavnssulugianall
dosaduAe gnsAmansuazulouIgNTTALIENAIMNTINVRY EAC
s¥1n2 13930 A.A. 2012 - 2032 (the East African Community
Industrialization Strategy 2012 — 2032) uWazuleul1eunis
WasuuUasgnizenavngsues EAC sewing A, 2012-2032 (the
East African Community Industrialization Policy 2012 - 2032) o
ununsaaesatuadeld nanlasasulddndunisnauuamids
Uszimaaudn EAC léundulud efl uuazatuayugnaiunssy
aeludszinang 9 Juindnade Tne EAC asuansumunlugug
Uszanuanuuegirmutiemde (O'Reilly & Heron, 2023, pp. 616-617)
unugnsmansluszduginnadana1a neUstunszuanisie
Aunarativayuniswdnmelutssmafifetiulunivuensnimaen
1-2 nenssuiitiuan ldawalsissimeaundn EAC Snn3dnviuny
Foiimdvessemanng q Adadunsudnuazuilaanelulsema
Faaeandesfugnseansuazulovneves EAC eitufeaiu o1
ns9avinidevimlyiun 2035 (Uganda Vision 2035) duvimiiauen
2030 (Kenya Vision 2030) 3deimiy3us 2025 (Burundi Vision
2025) evimdunusiily 2025 (Tanzania Vision 2025) wagideviam
57UA1 2020 (Rwanda Vision 2020) (Wetengere, 2018, p. 121)
Fdvrtevanildnanedufiuiidervestsunalumstmumdeaue

RRAMNITULINANY wdunEnkazusiaanglulseine 919

3
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gﬁ’umﬁ'ﬁmﬂ?uﬂizmﬁiﬁ’fuiama Buy Uganda, Build Uganda
(BUBU) G{jﬂ e A.A. 2017 (Uganda National Bureau of Standard,
2017) drwaueniinsusenignsAans Buy Kenya, Build Kenya
Ty ey (Tralac.org, 2017) TuvafilusYuniy fnnsussniams
sa5aflulATan1s Made in Rwanda 1@ ausl A.a. 2015 & 9aeld
eseansivnuissiuiddiduwanlafivaneussmdlungu EAC
agfinmsdarhuuiaunuazleuisdaaiugnavnssud weson
Tngianzse 01 grumiifinsussmauleviedmeuvisniesnin
Fausid A.A. 2009 (the 2009 National Textile Policy) uazunumile
sﬁqﬂizmﬂqwﬁmam‘ “ﬁﬂﬂ’lﬂ?jlé@ﬁﬂ ” (Cotton to Clothing Strategy)
Ausunsiiiunulutiseningd ae. 2016-2020 Wy
U358IMANINTSlakaziATegnanteluninim v ougus
2t anTUneniniesi og neldnszuad efl ugmaiunssy
meluvssmalinduangudosdudindnislidudiuuvanlad
msrziale EAC Faldinatusnuansunumlunisiinlunisimun
uazduiedeunlsuneunlosgnamnssudmenieluniiniauensni
nyfuoon lnefiderhiledesgnuesinduguassadidnysenisivla
uar3oitugnamnssudinantunluniinig lunsUssyuiiingean
EAC Tul A, 2015 fiuseuddldueumnelimuzauniue EAC U
uensvnamsnslunsatiuayugmamnssudmelugiiane wieudu
yuuwamslunsdeiumsiidideduadosudnigldudaudianl

Qin1Asag (Wolff, 2021, p. 1310) siaunluidou NUAWUS A,
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2016 @N1N15AT QAAIMNTTU WATNITAINULILENTNINETUREN
(the EAC’s Sectorial Council of Trade, Industry, Finance and
Investment: SCTIFI) ladin1sussguuaziiureusuiulinguuszine
aundn EAC THumsnisfumsnifloannisindideddeass
melugiinia Feasilugnmsgininindndudussnniognsduds
Tuign Tolausuuzdnanaonadesiudeiauetoiausueinmuzuuss
wis EAC uazldgniiausidudeiausuusliiuniiussausfingeanes
EAC Tuidpuilunauauvilvisursguiavesudasussinaauniin EAC

= S a a ~ Y
YUY 5 ‘UigLWﬁIu%mguu Q] Uﬁqu@ LAUYT LNULILUY FIUAT LA

Y

[y

giun laduAmugeusiuiulifinseyifununisaaveunisuiid
Ao adesusanie sadeseavinfiiiunisldudariunisensedu
mMunsn1gluannmaaninssiuiu lngivuawnunisaivanuly
szeviian 3 U euflisgfinisiudduiussandinanednsduds
Tud a.f. 2019 (O’Reilly & Heron, 2023, pp. 617-618; USAID,
2017, p. 16; Wolff, 2021, pp. 1310-1311)

1IMTNITANIAIBAINEND FeTin15UTENIARNUDE 1Y
mamshudouliguisu a.e. 2016 W anmualilinisiudnsans

YUINAUAUTLLNMLEDENLAZLAT DILAINBTNIUNTT bULA I INLANNI

'
v 1 =

N3IAAUNORTT 0.20 wideryansgnendsnlansu Tauawdu 0.40

LS

} 24

= o = a o = 9 ) Y]
LWiﬂmaVﬁﬁm@%u@ﬂIﬁﬂﬁﬂJ nIvIvYaY 35 LLMLLGWW?UI@IU%JMW

AMEasnstazilyadannndt uenaniilugiszeviiaseiuty
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'3

sYumlswelddns stay of application wsensldansHaululiuf iR
AuNQLNMe AU Ses EAC faen1sldans lunisuesnsedu
unanSiidideruas seavinldudaligendng EAC T8k muals
Na1ADaN8NT1 0.0 WSsyanigrendilansu iedewas 35
wdwsisuanlelusnamsassdnadasiyaniunniafudu lug
851 2.5 nFeganigrenieilaniu uazimuasnsdmiuiiudn
souilFuEAT 5 wiTegyanisrenlansy niedafuiishniesas

35 wauddnsmilslaluaednsidinantlagiyadiuinnia (USAID,

2017, pp. 16-17)

msUsgmalfulevisfananldasieeuussemunuazll
welaogsbaunguszneunisdseendmeltuda lnglanzognedenin
an¥sewwin1 dudufdseenidoddeasadiiungginauonin
nzfueendmdudndiudosar 19.5 99nsmaudedneansiign
YndrulusensnngSusenianuslul .6, 2015 (USAID, 2017, p.
9) Tngluidiouiiunau a.m. 2017 aunengdieenidernedorsvisld
WAIMVIANSFOLITNN (Secondary Materials and Recycled Textiles:
SMART) lsBudesiSeusediinnugununisfanigeluin (United
States Trade Representative: USTR) T#@au@iuauIngn1snIng
My EAC denanaiiu Wunsasdiadedeulunungvng AGOA
Fanquussnaaudn EAC duld¥ueAdvdogmungmuneiviolsl

(Wolff, 2021, p. 1311) USTR Felasniunisiaaiuidunsdifiiee
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(out of cycle review) siasTun unugily wazyiuailuibiou n.a.
2017% F3d1m11097 USTR wudnusenemaiiiazilinid oulyves
Fonnasnungrung AGOA sensaruna e duguassasenis
o Y a ¥ 1 = 2= [~4 7 1 dy a

dnddumedinad Alanudululadiussinanguiaggnenian
addnsaunguune AGOA laglunisldaiuiinfuly Junuain
Uszwmaaui¥n EAC Angnenuundasnisaiduuleguievainuied 819

4 1

HLNUEIUNAN9970 EAC T1a971 ULgUI8NILNIN1ERDLEDHNL0d0d

Y
£

duldyladanunginuaivesesrnsnisailan (World Trade
Organization: WTO) tilasarniluanasnisiisiiunisaeynussine
muwntidslilensavilindniaungrang AGOA Tuvaueiunuves
= [y :’1 o Yo v [ dy a v 1 [~ a

EAC sauiegfiumuiy Sauisnamedn msvunidanarnduiieanis
Ususmsinisuaieadnies lulduinsnisannaunisungidusn
Uselanilag 9@ uds diuunuresaniusdmenazdiineuenin
(The African Cotton & Textile Federation: ACTIF) 1u81971&@ 80N
~ a v o v & W v A f1 v a

fl9aaeN EAC sissnisannisiinuulilafinunanunginaeiinsisu

AwiaduA (rules of origin) IMNANTFBLUTAIT VU A8LRL

? yyuRdsintuuleuiemumaniSausdelderildudiniu EAC seiu Lild
anladinluasfiaieiliotnnauesdednsniungnuie AGOA TUWAIA A
Wouunsay U a.e. 2016 18839 Tgn1n13UsIuUsulensetiumelio

wagnsazlindnSuyweyunglulseina (Yanai, 2017, p. 4)
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AusEnaunslunguuseing EAC Askimsidedviaungrng AGOA
1mmzﬁ;§wumﬂﬁumLLaszumLﬁ&Jﬁu Puadlaonseinnstun®
g edrdeassdinaniuiainainudesnistunisundes
naUselevess (O’ Reilly & Heron, 2023, pp. 622-623)

LSINARUIINANTFOIITNT UazAUIANTIlunITgade

s
a

oAdvisAMNgMNE AGOA F4lull A.a. 2016 NANUsTIMARLNTA EAC
FeRgvEmungmneatuiflunmsdeduddluneluansgewssn
a1 435 Srumioryansy lnefidudduuninfesas 88 1
ﬁﬂaaﬂlﬂﬁmﬂmé{aﬁ’]Lﬂ%;ENlé\‘lﬁu danalinguuseimaaun®n EAC
dnlngiinanudaalumsiidunlouied ufunan oo ud
UszLanidednioaes Taefinisussananisin minnguussina EAC
gusulunsdduulouiednadeluauwdseAdng aunguune
AGOA flardsnaliinagsianisdideiniedosoiuldudlugiae
Aaudssmuriaulindn 219,000 fwnis wagyinlvigau 500,000
AuUTIEIINSEla (USAID, 2017, p. 9) ﬁﬂﬁqmﬂv’ﬂ,uﬁwﬁqm 1ASIN15
Aduthmnelugiaesmiudsnandesyiasivegnasnia Tnelu
Foudquisu a.a. 2017 ieusnduussmensniiveldansuoudulal
UJURARUNQN N IWNINTE (stay of application) ¥8e EAC A3e
msundulUlESam Mt dudssanidernileasufuneumii

&

U a.a. 2016 Tuvagiiiaunugiisuazey duniuluvasduidagu

[J

= a [ N v 1 1 1 =3 A
ﬂi’]‘u‘ﬂ%%ﬂ?LUUUIEJU’]EJW]LLW\‘iﬂ’]‘lﬂﬂQﬂa"l’J@]@‘lU EJEJ’NVLiﬂGﬁlI AN

n15UsEyuingeanves EAC ludioununius a.a. 2018 ulguiy

q
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nsaanauntsidndeiiioansinaeuenainiafldléfunis
nanfislunaasnsalvesiihgegdudivszgudnsol TngUsingue
\oadeunasaIniiuszyudn EAC axlianudAnseniswan
gravnssudmeiiannsautsiuldneluginiewitu wagnelu
Fowdeatu feygud unusuds wasgfundnafiudeusnnns
i audussnmidediieaes Winduleglusnifuneuniin a.a
2016 WuguAunsLiunslUw dwalislefudeununisiug
A.A. 2018 UsewmAaundn EAC nUseine eniusium Aafiagiia
Trssmsaaneumsinddefoaesuantmanelumsdsinsiidi
sudseivisolUlusunanlagUSens (O’Reilly & Heron, 2023, pp.
624-625; Wolff, 2021, p. 1311) wiiinlutnszeziian 3-4 Ve
EAC wazUseinaluginauansning fusenaziiamnuneg1enuuiulss

¥

N a v a v Y
ﬂalm/mm‘b}l,wEJ‘Uﬂ‘ﬁax‘iauﬂﬂugmmF’WimEJiJizﬂ’]iLLmIﬂiﬂﬂ’l‘JﬁW’lﬂJ

Y
A A

o v & v oA & a o v o @ o M v
W nderinflieasdasmsumsindilaenseiu Adsldlagnieily
= a ' < @ = LY
Funndnegralumenisaunsensfslagtu
nsimuakazauuleuievesnguUsemaaundn EAC Tu
n1saanaunsdidndedndeasslugidniauensningiusanaei
nanIuIkiIe1TANITAN TNl NSO UL IAAKAEN Y]
ANNFUTUSIENINUTEImMALALLIATYEAERTN 1T HsEndneUseIne
du 9 019 vauaitiey (Liberalism) wasan1dulleaas (Liberal
Institutionalism) &% liuunuImvesan I tusznitslsenealunis

o I U =~ a 2 4
muuakazidusinaislunisussanuuleviaiiowastassuselos
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wavanusnflesewhausanaaundnluesding nisAnwiluumanuil
fldnseunnanuaznquiidhemdvdtenln uazglinadeuuuy
Danduneremdlfiiuin uleueves EAC uagAIunens1uv8s
Uszwnase 9 luglinauen3nies fusendanas iunisuandlimiu
fauseglanazAune1e1UvesEMALUNITTIINGUNNINSLiTB LAY
\asugAaiountesnalsslevivesigudidudidny lasiieadng
szisUssnalusedugdinie dsldun EAC Tunsdiidu (udies
\Tesilovdendidmiunmsuszanulsuneiiussmeandndiuindy
nsUnYeswaUselovivasnuios deiiienyid (Hettne, 1993) 15
ﬂiauLLmﬁmLLawqwﬁwm‘héﬁmejﬁju ABNITUBINITTIUNGY
sevinsssmalusgiugianaiiduiauinisduidesnainuuide
widdtendumdaiuiulousuaznmssiiuianssumiaasegia
vessgUszrnAtulidUszasdndniitensundosuaniasu adns

a v

21U19M1IN9L199veI55YR Aaswng inidlvddeulnludirusves
cax & = > < a v oa &
envidadumsiasiaimivsenisaiinnudugianaliiagu
dl L3 L a v U U a dg’,
wieUnUowmalselovuvessgyd lnewauin1sdInaininduain
Aanudnduvesnseuaiasygnanisdesdan deszuuasegialaniu
ASARAMITTEN 20 dulanasundudeulafivssinang 9 Sududes
1 A 14 ) a & = =
sunguvseainanulugiiniafuiounlenuied 18 nng
UntasnalselevivasUsunalagn1saiuni1svessguaumils
wislausiiesagruf ety Wanunsaandunislanigldssuy

imsugnalantugadagtuladnsiely mssungunsenisasiesgiinig
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a =

donfafatuiedunalnlunisuntiesnalselovivesssud @
“nsuntemalsylovivesn@” aina1 Tuirugveseniiddly
WgenNshaEaNaUsElevininsAmsernielsena mnusidunis
atuayunsasgeamnssunelulseinameuieny (Hettne,
1993, pp. 218-219)

o 1 dy Y A LY

UINITNITNILNINTYADLA DN 1UDEDIVDY EAC 83871190
asunglanieMlaTgsiiunsauLwIAnifedaaeukuuln
= = Y ¢ a
Fawenmilaannislduinsnisuntemalselevuninasegiaves

v = 3 Ao w a a v e
autawaty vilsluesruseneundrguesginetonludnuuedn
AansiaNuddyiunIsnannslulssimaluwaazgidniaive
NARNUNITUNTIINABUeN Fadanalinisuslaa wasnisaiy
A9NTIUNALATEEAIUAUALAZUINITUNU ST UL AUR LS
anasiumanalan (Kang, 2016, p. 247) wuiAaigiuginiaiieuly
anugaInanNeeUIInglunguussmanindsvaul 819 nau
UseinaazAuasni kazhensni Tugumeissy 1960 mnusgnay
nalulunainaun1enasannszian1saEInLAsTYgRatuAIus
NP3y 1970 lousinguuildulunisgnieiudumndnasslungy
Usewalanlinaonyie 1-2 NAITTEANIUNT N158ANoUNITULTY
& v oa & a & i 1Y) ]
\Hornileass Faufnvunrugbuiuauneteuvesseinaig 4 lu
pilnmAuensnInz TueenlumMsimuIgaamnssudmeLion1susiag

melulszwenazniiniavesnuesdndunisasviowliiiuuuife
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a

AHAAREULUUTANEUA LLﬁ%U%miUNUi%Lﬂﬁnﬁugﬂﬁﬁ]’]im’]ﬁ]’mﬁgﬁ

Y

=] [ v

fgunasmauladauloviendanuddgduiivee wardnduavdos

[y v a

lasunisundesazAuasasanneuen danistimnudfyiudun

o

wazuinsusssamidufimsienanidu lildmnennutesdnslu
seAugilnakazUsemanie q Tuglinesgdnlivulevegiiniaiiey
wuulalunnnsdl fegratulszimaniig 9 lungu EAC 1o Fadudn
wazUinsvianvaeUssaniignudstuldgnysannisdlududou
uilsvoaialayad (Value Chian) angluszdugiimauasluss sy
Tanegluszdiunils 017 FudmisnmsinunsuaznisuUsUNaR ol
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