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Establishing Hegemony in Early Rattanakosin:

Political and Social Transformations (1782-1809)

Parinda Jaisap®

Abstract

This article examines the concept of hegemony under
King Rama | during the establishment of the Rattanakosin
Kingdom. Using Antonio Gramsci's theory of hegemony as a
conceptual framework, the study analyzes how the king
consolidated power and constructed ideological foundations
to legitimize his rule and maintain authority over the
populace. Despite significant shifts in the ruling class's power
structure, these transformations faced minimal resistance

from the governed.
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The analysis begins with an exploration of Gramsci’s
theory of hegemony and an examination of the historical
context, particularly the political and social conditions during
the transition from the Thonburi Kingdom to Rattanakosin.
Historical chronicles and records are utilized to investigate
King Rama I’s strategies for establishing hegemony through
royal policies, cultural projects, and the adoption of Buddhist
ideological frameworks. Central to this was the emphasis on
the "Indra Raja" ideology to legitimize his reign, a departure
from Ayutthaya traditions, where monarchs were identified as

avatars of Vishnu or Narayana.

The findings demonstrate that King Rama | employed
literature, architecture, and religious ideology as tools to
disseminate state-supported narratives, achieving broad
acceptance among the populace without overt resistance.
These narratives became deeply embedded in the cultural
and social structures of the era, illustrating Gramsci’s concept
of ideological hegemony. This study highlights the intricate
relationship between ideology, culture, and power in early
Rattanakosin state-building and offers broader insights into
state formation and hegemony within the context of the Thai

monarchy.
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Gramsci, 1971, p. 12
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maintaining, and reproducing ascendant meanings
and practices, which appear as natural, normal,

common sense.”

(Storey, 2015, p. 81)
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