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Upstream Corruption:

Public Sector Reform Towards Development

Sathaporn Sawapim?

Abstract

This article examines corruption in the Thai public
sector, focusing on the discretionary power of government
officials as a root cause. The lack of transparency and
accountability in bureaucratic structures facilitates personal
gain, severely affecting the economy, society, and the credibility

of state institutions.

Proposed reforms emphasize strengthening oversight

mechanisms and fostering collaboration with civil society. This
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includes enforcing clear penalties, promoting anti-corruption
values, and amending laws to close existing loopholes.
Additionally, we should expand the role of media and
independent organizations to ensure continuous monitoring
and transparency, resulting in a more effective and sustainable

public administration system.

Keywords: Corruption, Government Officials, Discretionary

Power, Public Sector Reform, Development
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