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Thailand-China Trade Relationships
before and after COVID-19 pandemic
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Abstract

This article studies the trade relationship between
Thailand and China, both before and after the COVID-19
pandemic situation that began in 2023. The trade relationship
between Thailand and China has a long history dating back to
ancient times, with numerous diplomatic exchanges and
tributes during the Sukhothai, Ayutthaya, and Thonburi periods,
continuing into the early Rattanakosin era. However, trade with
China slowed during the reign of King Rama IV of Rattanakosin

due to Thailand’s signing of the Bowring Treaty with England,
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the opening of trade with Western nations, and the decline of
the Qing Dynasty, which caused the trade relationship with
China to stagnate. It was later revitalized after China established
the People’s Republic of China, coinciding with the reign of King
Rama VI, and the establishment of formal diplomatic relations
on July 1, 1975, resulting in Thailand and China entering into
trade agreements and investments in various business sectors.
For the trade relationship between Thailand and China
following the COVID-19 pandemic situation in 2023, there has
been a slight slowdown initially due to the global recovery and
the need for countries to stimulate their domestic economies.
Consequently, the demand for imported goods from abroad has
decreased. In the future, reliance on imported goods, primarily
electronic components and high-value products used as
production capital, will result in Thailand experiencing a trade
deficit with China. Therefore, Thailand should plan to develop
its industries and improve production processes to enhance
efficiency and effectiveness. Additionally, the Eastern Economic
Corridor (EEC) development project plays a significant role in
attracting Chinese investors. Thailand should also plan
infrastructure  development and foster cooperation in

establishing higher-level free trade with China.
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