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Abstract

The objectives of this research were: 1) to study in status and problems in digital
photography teaching and leaming; 2) created guidelines for developing digital photography
teaching and learning for generation Z students. Data collection consists of studying related
documents, In-depth interviews with three photography course instructors and a focus
group with 30 Chiang Mai University students who enrolled in the first semester of 2022.
Quialitative data analysis was used.

The findings were as follows:

1) The behavior of taking photos with smartphones has resulted in students lacking
skills in composing photographic elements, as well as a lack of understanding of how to
adjust settings on professional photography equipment. Such behaviors in learning photography
and appreciating photographic works through social media have resulted in students being
unable to capture images accurately.

2) The development of teaching management should begin with training in digital
photography using a digital camera and adjusting various settings to provide students with
a foundation. Following that, instruction should cover the principles of artistic composition for
photography through assigned tasks based on predefined prompts given by the instructor.

3) Other essential knowledge for digital photography includes etiquette, precautions
in photography, publicizing works, media literacy and relevant laws.

Digital photography is considered a fundamental skill for producing various types of
media. Therefore, teaching students to understand the essence of photography for communication
is a challenging task for educators in developing these skills. This is aimed at ensuring that
students successfully graduate with desirable qualities in Mass Communication.

Keywords: learning in the 21st century, Digital photography, Generation Z.
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