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Abstract
When a patient reaches the final stage of life and loses the capacity to make decisions,

the question of who holds the authority to make medical decisions on the patient's behalf
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remains a problem to which Thai law offers no clear answer. Although Section 12 of the
National Health Act B.E. 2550 (2007) recognizes an individual's right to execute a living will
declining public health services that serve only to prolong dying in the terminal phase of
life or to relieve the suffering caused by illness, this right is personal in nature and cannot
be delegated to or exercised by another. In practice, families and physicians jointly make
decisions on behalf of the patient without any supporting legal framework. Employing doctrinal
legal analysis in conjunction with functional comparative law, this article demonstrates that
Thai law lacks both a mechanism enabling patients to appoint an agent to make healthcare
decisions on their behalf once they become incapacitated, and a statutory default hierarchy
of surrogate decision-makers. Drawing lessons from the legal system of the United States,
which has developed both mechanisms over a long period, the article proposes that Thailand
establish a hierarchical legal framework that would (1) confer formal legal status upon the
role of the family already exercised de facto as a matter of ordinary practice through a statutory
order of healthcare surrogate decision-makers, and (2) introduce a mechanism allowing patients
to appoint an agent voluntarily, while adapting it to Thailand's family-centered culture. This
proposal would bring legal clarity to end-of-life medical decision-making, reduce uncertainty
in healthcare professionals' practice, and promote respect for patients' wishes alongside
the role of the family.

Keywords: healthcare surrogate decision-maker; living will; right to a natural death; legal

reform; legal measures
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flgafina (Tengaumnuay, T., 2023: 90-109)




@ NIANIATAITIUNAUTNIIAU TN 4 adud 3 [fueneu-sunau 2569] ¢ 445
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(5703 Mayalune uazasoud suwgdnad, 2567: 46-60) TsaeandesiuaAdoves (Perkins, H. S.,
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Unwfuasounia ndunuanuinatminasuluudesiilililifunsguade duiesd
agvioulyiiiiuin ludnefifiisazuanaanmn nsdeansszningie aseuni wagailvidoya
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sewinsmseuafifuiiuunmdlaengide veildiundygRlaueusiuainaniliegnadauds
deliFutlgmiedrafuszuy unenuiiauelifansuiunsey “dduturosFadulaun”
Feoraduunldburidu Tiun duiivils euvesihefuandlidmin suilaes funudigiae
Sadudoaruatieslalifadulouny duilaw ddugniviedlnddadingmunefmusliiagula
unlasU3ens Fuiid feyurafamaudsis wagtuiivh nadadulalsunmduasivauamidol
fyaraduiianyan ofinrsannunsouiasiuldin Ussmalnefidosduiinidammnas 12
W sE U aIREVANUAIIF WA, 2550 wazfosfismnduitauarindundn luvaefiduiiaos
wavany Jadunalniidangunazviudeaniunisalinniian nduiduesiniivameluainsyuy
N

WhsTUNTIIMNgIneuay MIunnduesefiuiaglianuddnyiu “avsufias
M33nw” uazmsimidenansianuinauinng 12 egneauads uidsunmsanuitias
oafuszuuisdesinansusznsduduilavestiom Ae (1) msfiguaelifindesiionns
npmanglunisdeswmilidnaulaumuisdsasdinaiionulinnuaninn waz (2) msfinguane
elifidwuliinaulawnmdnUions Sovinmdinnis (research gap) Tugaiiies Ao Astumanail
NG

unanE3sdifeiauovdni Usswrlnemsmenseungrneiuuddutu dwsugiaauls
uumeguaw ngusznisusn viliunumvesaseuafiiidissegudnlnongidesianuzidu
ynamslasdavhddugiadulaunuaunguune (Guitan) uazusznisiiaos tiuedeadiol
fuaedsiumilasadasladensogudiiasagliamannsn (@uilass) Hedlaesulassat
MnszuLvesanizewini uwiuiulviaenndostuimussauiisiaseuaindugudnaanazszuy
Uszananguunevedlng lulweuwws unanudtdanisiiansanlitangnisindulalugiaving
ves¥inuarnisneuieduinsinuitiulufissfiedaniane Suiowsnseninidesmsmeenn
(euthanasia) eeuAeua wagludesuleuds uneuldmsiwseiiumlsgneudumsiSeuiieu
Fevtihiiuszuungranesassme Tudsanumanidinms unenuiitngey “ddudures
dinaulouny” unlfifudesiiofinsevissuunguunelneeiaduszuy Weldfun1aed
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nMENEAIRUTEINITINNYMINEvENIWAAANTARESlUAILY WagiauBLUUTIRDATINg VLY
(nalne) MUsUlanrdesiuszULUsTIIANgMNNBLAZUSUNATOUASITOI VY

nsouuuAnluNTATIEk ddutuveFadulaunumegunin

nsounAnfiunauilfidueiosdoTinmeiussnaufeassiffiduiussu ffusn
fo Aot “glafdunadadulauny” deiuunduddutuiduitomuszduninasm
wesusvasiine Tiun Sufinds aundidihsuandarmih fuilaes funuiidtasddude
auasiasla duflany SdugrdviedlindBafingmnefinualvdaaulawmilaeuens duia
Hoyunafimausisls wagdudivh nsdndulalasunnduasiugunmdolifiyaaadufivanzan
Srdutuiifeguundnmsiimsindulaunumsasiiouandusmesfinelilndife g anind
il reuazneslugnalniivhenndadiheanntumuddy

a0 Ao danudn “gindulaunufisindulestsls” 9 Allen E. Buchanan waz
Dan W. Brock l¢nsddusnasgiunmssinaulalianudu fe UjiRmunddenanaamniidaay
Hududuusn mnlifddddnsdndunudsigiieiiezdenmindsiinimanansa (substituted
judgment) LLazﬁw8'1'7iqmﬁa%ﬂis‘lwﬁqaqmmﬁﬂaEJ (best interest) Wuwnaei (Buchanan, A.,
& Brock, D.W., 1986: 17-94) unauiilénsovassdtifuglunsinndiingunslne
sessudiuturasinaulaunuuazinasgiunisdadulamaniiiiods uazdadnla

dlovn (Wanifudi 1) anmidgynuazdasinsvainguanglng
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N7 12 whianseI¥0eiRguAIMUian® w.a. 2550 Usenaumeaiuissn 255Anil
fusesdvdues “yana” lumsimilsdouanamnifsatumsinunlunssaainees “Tinauies”
ssraestvuslvinsAdunsdulunamdninasiuaginsidmuslungnisvsis uazassrany
sniumLURnYeUsEneuInIENi s sNAY wnzdleldufTRmNIIR U TR syARAN
253Avils deeivenssnauiignamANiulIfyY “lnuvesyarannssAnis” Seazviouseis
Farauiauduasesanganessluinsufiamuanuvesiieies fldaseuaguianis
dndulavesnfvioynnaduusegidla

NONTENTN MAUARSNNUTLALITNITABTUNITAUNTIFDLARNLIAUIT W.A. 2553
Fepanmuang 12 wimszsedaAguamuind wa. 2550 ldnesseaziBenvemilsde
wananunly wazdonw “nsegainevesiin” Tsmfnneiigydsnisvinuvenudenaues
Tvgjegnsans Ussifiuiithaula Ao 4o 3 253nanu vesngnsznadadediiiimilsde “suyde
yanafiovhmihiosuisaulsrasdiiuieie” vesmu og1elsin Sruravesyanadiaineg
fivams “eBunginun” filidaau wildnng “dadulounu” Uil wazilofinnsande 6 ves
ﬂgﬂwmm%qﬁmum%’jumauiuﬂiajﬁﬂﬂasjhjﬁaaﬁuﬂéi@tgmﬁm‘wa NUIIYIANTOUAAARIY
Yo 3 253na1u Tunumifies “Suns1u” Meduisuay “Samdinwmie” vty ngnsznsis
fananiilasuneusunaliudindulounugtisegrausiads nanlasasy Weiarsanmiy
nsov “drduduvesdinaulawnu ssuungmne gl Aifiesduiinis dafudenamnvendnm
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W@3udie “fdeSurslanun” daildrunatiosniiniifdadulaunu (surrogate) nanadniionila
nguinevdndadlsusudunaliuanalunseunidndulawnudUoe advianusiiissesune
Araszasdvaadiewintu

wndt “fosunsianun” ldoradeiduginadulaunuldii tanaruuandiadesiue
fiduanszdrfy nande feSurslanunitldifissdienennnulszasaiifiaoineuanal il
Foutu udlioranensindulalydludesiifiiedlfesylidrminld Tusaefianunisaiass
mensuimdsindmauiigtagliinsmednniessyly sildaianiseduisianunlidfioamesie
maguasne Vel definnsanludedgssuyy msveneaniuzvssyanadanalidudinaula
unuiiiiunsesnauvinss flddndedvsluiamimeuardnamianuduiyusiisgsrayy
fuses mnuddunsilanssananidnalume foRdedmsadvsliegluidofiazliansse
AuLeY AonrdestulAITaduvesmaUnasesgean ARvaNoIaLAS W.11/2558 iBuduinnig
Uiasmsinuinuanng 12 veusmeigsssuyny tneffeulvddgindennnalnduasesling
sinaulaunudinadalostuansunarystlovivosiaoduiid

felunindu lewedluidegiufin ssifiuimins 12 gnesnuuuULIUYeILUIAN
“ @3 doniiiutensivusiany” (liberal autonomy) Faeiheusazaudugudnalsvenis
andulalugiuzlaianyana wivsunderulnenduidnvauzilunisdndulalaeiiaseuadailu
gudnans (family-centered decision making) finsauasafiunumsiuegisgslunszanineves
Fin aruiliaenndesseninguAnvesuniuituiiiesiies Jumalvingmnedfleglsiona
neulandanumsaiiiasounsudrunirudadulaunugtaelnowgide Jaunaiuariingzs
Arufaaioadvinussauilsandendnadiduite 3.2

1.2 anuliaenndodszninaunnsgIudsaniuiunng iy

Uhdnnniuunanizesindulaununaznisueusiuansguaimiilduameluain
svuuveslngiienun mnwiusINgeguailuseau “ﬂg]wmaé’wﬁusm?ﬁm” (soft law) n@11A®
UsenAnENITNNSauANLIA Bos Jenuuftinmsvesiifedesiumsguanuulsedu
Usgrosdmsuusemelng w.e. 2563 latley “dandulauwny (surrogate decision maker)” uag
“pilsdonaudiuranisindulanisguain (durable power of attorney)” 1ag1alumianis
LAEABANLINTFIUNNTINLNLNSY wad A mIuUsEIelne we. 2565 Fadmsinlavaniau
vivagUlesseginesiuiunsueude lomuiwuunesuliddis “Henddndulauny”
Tnaimuainddadulaunulidndudesdanuduiusnisaisideansonianguune fugiae
uazAmstienglaiinindauluiysal

oslsfinny anuinmihlussduaesguivdndndumelifurorimnanguneg
Tudrunils ndfe 11AsgIUNIsIURUNITUAGInTd muUsEInalne w.e. 2565
Tgidinaulouny “daaulaluisesdifinedlaimunlidimh 16 Saduunuminirsniniies
“gBU18LaAUY” AUANQNIENTH AMvuandninaeiLagIsMIdidunmsmuvidouandanui
w.A. 2553 oyaa usludndunils Sormuazuuuredudsnanndudinmngiunsnguungliiu
151 12 wimsysrdyRguanuiand uazngnssnsisdanan daliigrunaiissnisesune
AnuEY kaffeiAnanngiingrnedatuies TumsfoRunuimvesdndulawnulule
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lnaniingranevdnsesiu fadu Aeiivsaalnedslld 3afly “uwuafn” FesdFaaulauny
winuiu “antugnenguinefueusiunadadulaliaTauasTiduls”

1.3 arubiuiueulumauiiRvasmuduauvadunan

Y99I uqelATeas 1R udaaaziiaunan1suURese nsdrsraviauaivetn
ngvuelnenuininnguunedwiulides ey joinuasudfasnissnuvediae
21UANNRRNBIYT (WAYS AIOAALNAY, 2561: 139-158) Tl A Inunme nsAnwlungy
uwmdnaUFiRmlunuindanudilenanndeussinimsquanuulssfuusyassiungaeens
gufiefogay 41 (Chutarattanakul, L., et al,, 2024: 96) mmzﬁmuﬁ%’aL%a@mmwlumjmwéﬂgugﬁ
11 “nrsdndulalunsranrievesiinlulliiiuendnivesiouiifiesifior” uazunndiin
wdyiumsiiaseunsivelinTanaifadeanitae nasnsunsiiandnaseundaizoniedlily
wmiuiaﬁwqﬁwashuﬁmﬁ (Ruonnsal el uagane, 2565: 94-102) Auduaumainens
anusnduresnsoungmneditaiay uazmaitudrinmsiudwdensunsinuiiduluifies
Jdiofanisniedu UsenanmgnssunIsauaInuviennd we. 2563 Iiseyliegnadaiaudn
“nsuiasnissnudilinsinnisuesnn” @ennaesiumMANINYIAMaUNATOIEIEn ARVLIELEY
une 1.11/2558 fAldAaadelegsdniaudn NMSUHLESNITINYINILLINGT 12 Wianses1vUne)s
AUV AYOUN I FETTUY Y LLaxbLiﬂGU'L%IENmiL’ilﬂﬂ’J’]iJW]EJ“(JENI}EIHJ’JEJiﬁ@J’]ﬁQL%U%u (Euthanasia
%39 Mercy Killing)

dlovn (Wsnifuit 2) unFeuananigewdng

angondnidussuungmneifaunaiesodndulownunisguaimaeniuiunii
A3arnasse nsnenuniFeuluiidisldanszewinuiu “nsdinu fldwiuuuiieziauely
UssmAlnsaenasiamn TngasfinsamisduiduamudiSauasiuiiudefioss Tenugily

2.1 §IUVIEANTUHLAsN135N W wasimuIN15TIRR

5Ing1uvesdnslunIsinunn1ssnvvesnuesluansyasnidouluman “self-
determination” Tua® Schloendorff v. Society of New York Hospital Tul 1914 ﬁﬂﬁwmm
Cardozo Mandniyanadusigiinneuazdinunfdeniiansimunisiiagnseiviosisnig
W99 (Paris, J., & O'Connell, K., 1991: 1-10) siau1bumf In re Quinlan U 1976 wazmARd1Agy
Cruzan v. Director, Missouri Department of Health ¥ 1990 m1agegaansgeLsnilaineman
1 $ge1vimualrinsaeunsinwifiieilianuaunsonsevinldseiled “neumdngiuiva
uiauaztinde (clear and convincing evidence)” famnuUszasduaatitae wagiidfyemaiiu
Ifpsruyniiladedulvssdesueu “erunranisindulaunu (substituted judgment)” T
ASaUASILAERLULR (Orentlicher, D., 2020: 155) ﬁﬁﬁﬁ]ﬁaﬁﬁqLﬁuﬁamiﬁué’uﬁm%ﬂﬁmﬁ
3§ waznstliiui mnusmnneteslomengurneiidaiay aseunsifiendlifidna
AnaulaunuUaegla

2.2 \psesilonunsey “é’wé’u%”’uﬁuaqpliﬁmﬁﬂmmu” Tutuilaes “nisdouousune’
fignnalunsinduladinsegileduanaanunlimiuaunss

UnSeuusnaInanigeuinid o mauitym “Fundugadioliemuann” dems
a$raedesiiefiunin “durable power of attorney for health care” lagin31 durable vunens
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Msuous il “Aey” deluusiEousiunaazaniiugliauannsa sudunmnduiuves
dndunuily iesdiedviliiisamnsouiiayanaiinulinda (agent) Winaulamans
unndunuldass ainhavsgeudniazanunsodsiaunudndulanisauninls desdoulfsyad
ansgolini Busuamnsarimisdouansianuinuuszyurunnsine 33 Louis Kutner 1Hug]
SayefRentulud a.e. 1968 (Kutner, L., 1968: 539) Adsgminsalidideunnsesdfey naaniz
Finsalantnnguneidlfifiuingmne living will veswasgangg dnflaseudusyns Tiun
(1) Ml flamzineszoganiing (2) Srdaliuavssiannsinwiiugiasld ) Lidunadng
Tiu3ns 1wy anuweruraitlivfifinig (@) wasiiddyiian Ao lileliguisdsdaunuan
Fnaulaunu (Annas, GJ., 1991: 1210-1213) 4e3ansalinongningrwemilsdouanianuiwuy
spyuumsdnudesliifisme sudufesiindestiofsiunumugiuluse

A A o v o Yo o 5 S ° v
2.3 \n3eellonunseu “ardutuvesinaulauny” ludunaiy Srduld
lnsUSensuaznguineluseauaniussgnnmunanIndsdu

v

aaulaknu

lefthedldfiunuly avszeuimendenalamengunglumsliyanaduiisiun
fadulaunugiae (default surrogate statute) Farimuadifuyanaiifisiuradadulauny
Tne3ene ilevanidesmsdiosiosmelimadeivndlunnnsd ngmanedusuuiiuatofian fe
nguineivhemsanaulaifeafunisquaguamiiduennin a.a. 2023 (Uniform Health-Care
Decisions Act 2023) ¥84ANENTTUNITINANMUNEHAILUY (Uniform Law Commission) Faune 8
N NERINg1 Avuaiesnisueusiutafadulaniaguain uazanns) 12 winguang
fanany Mnsddudindulaunilaeyionslifafiddu sausyaeaiifinessyld gausa ynavie
Fananam foefiudetu fides Tuauifuansenuidlodufimuassadouvesine wious
a5 13 wisngrunedsnan sesfunsaifigdndulaununarsauiiulingsiu dalusziv
aniiussg ngvisngdnmensandulamenueveie a.a. 1990 (Patient Self-Determination
Act 1990) vy “nguaneiivinliiule” Adsdulianuneuiadeduiuaivayuainiy

a wa

AOILIEVE aauauuavdufindfUhelinddeuanaanuivialyi wazufUAnuenansdanand
Tnenguunsatuiifldadrsdnstuln mnuadeduliglauinisudsanidguaetogudany
ﬂgﬁmmaumawa%’g (Paris, J., & O'Connell, K., 1991: 1-10)

2.4 SINFIUIIYAFATNNNTLNNGVRIAFTUNITANFUL

lul¥aa5eAmransnisunme Allen E. Buchanan wag Dan W. Brock La1194n59UN13
dnaulaunudheiliauannsadaiufivonsuedien s Tnedaddundnmstiinfaudy
iua fuusn UiTRmunTsdouansanuiidanu duitaes mnldfiauniidaa Tildudn
(substituted judgment) A® é’m%umu%ﬂﬁrzgﬂwm%Lﬁaﬂmﬂﬁaﬁmmmmm wazduiian

o w

vnlienandmauanuszasdls Widnduny “Usslovigean (est interest)” vesflaefiddny
mnssunssfuaueinseuniimslasumsduivgnlndudiadulavdn innzeglugiugiy
mﬁauLLam’aﬂaéﬂaamﬁqm (Buchanan, A., & Brock, D.W., 1986: 17-94) Uaidualyiasar1dns
yensunmddideddnseviunlng wmsziandiduiinislvaseuaindugdnaulauny
fliiigsdnwazlanzvesinusssulne mnuiigiusessuluaseamansnisunndluieaing
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2.5 Fofiasyisnnuszaunisalvedansgeiasng

nsztu srvuresanizauBnifunFoufigniansaifilnesisinides Ussnisusn
numinefinszdansrareausazuaisiiliiAsanuliatitaue ddudesidladuddnauls
wnula aseuaquitisngle uazUasmssnuiuseianlaladie (Orentlicher, D., 2020: 155)
Ussmsitaes wiiagiliedesiionsudiu uidammsimiddeuanaanunaiandusinindesay 15-17
yaaUsy¥ns (Paris, J., & O'Connell, K, 1991: 1-10) (Foiles, T., 2007: 21) B emensnaud ey
vosmsiiaduginaulaunilasuieslisesiu Usznsiiany msudeslrimariamdusiensdl
Tngusmanddutuiidmauiinluganuliuiusy dnivinsiaaueinistydRsdudinaula
wnuidlunguanegenininmisfianmfimnuidusiensd (Eisenberg, K. G., 1988: 353-384)
wazUsznsgaving wannisdrdulaumueandilidoanfesdmauiinestn “euUsvadlusin”
w3 “Useleviilulagiu” vesUle (Robertson, J.A, 1991: 1139-1202) Fodulsviduiinng
PONLULLATFIUNTARAUlaUNUN1NEUNNABIAN TN

deduasginmsudnsdiu undouddyfivsenalnefisnenainuszaunisaives
ansyeusmiladsens Usensusn wdesdlessumuiiissdiadonlideuansanuiiisad s
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