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Abstract

The objectives of this research were: 1) to compare the development of basic thinking
skills through experiential learning activities using educational games for kindergarten level 1
children before and after the intervention, and 2) to study the satisfaction with the development
of basic thinking skills through such activities. Educational games were employed as tools to
promote cognitive development. This research followed a classroom action research
methodology. The sample group consisted of 18 kindergarten level 1 children from Wat Thayang
School during the second semester of the academic year 2024, selected through purposive
sampling. The research instruments included eight educational game activity plans, a basic
thinking skills assessment form, and a behavior observation record. All instruments were
validated for content accuracy by experts and found to have acceptable reliability. The statistical
methods used for data analysis were frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, and t-
test.

The results showed that after implementing the educational game activities, the
children's basic thinking skills significantly improved, particularly in the areas of comparison,
classification, categorization, and problem-solving. The post-test scores were significantly higher
than the pre-test scores at the .05 level. 1) The development of basic thinking skills after the
educational game-based learning experience was significantly higher than before at the .05 level.
2) Overall, the satisfaction with the development of basic thinking skills through educational

game activities was at a high level.

Keywords: Early childhood, basic thinking skills, educational games
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