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The Journal of Dhammaduta published twice a year (Issue 1: January - June, Issue 2:
July - December). It’s aims to promote research and disseminate research articles and
academic papers to researchers, scholars, professors, and graduate students.

The aim is to stimulate the creation of academic knowledge in the field of Buddhism,
its integration with modern science, creative work, Buddhist innovation, or the development
of the Dhammaduta.

Articles submitted for publication in the Journal of Dhammaduta should not have been
previously published or under consideration for publication elsewhere. Authors of the articles
must adhere to the criteria for submitting academic articles or research papers for publication
in the Journal of Dhammaduta rigorously. Additionally, the citation system must follow the
journal's standards and the opinions expressed in the articles in the Journal of Dhammaduta
are the responsibility of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views and

responsibilities of the journal's editorial board.
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When traveling to the Shan, the ethnicity is similar
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Abstract

This article aims to present an exploration of areas where the Shan (Tai Yai) people
have settled, allowing for an experience of the close cultural affinity between the Shan ethnic
group and Thai society. One of the first noticeable features is the ease of communication, as
the Shan language belongs to the Tai language family and shares similarities with Northern
Thai (Kham Mueang). In addition, the Shan people commonly establish their communities near
temples, as temples serve as the spiritual and cultural centers of their society. Consequently,
Buddhism plays a significant role in shaping the social structure and value system of the
community.



Regarding the critical discussion, the author offers a synthesized viewpoint in three
main aspects as follows: 1) Culture under the framework of the modern nation-state is
incorporated into the organization of power and the definition of state identity, being regulated
through political and social structures. 2) The differences in Shan identity between Shan State
and Thailand are products of identity construction processes framed by the notions of “core
citizens” and “ethnic minorities,” resulting in negotiated and context-dependent identities and
3) The relationship between religion and ethnicity at the level of social power structures reflects
the role of Buddhism as a mechanism that sustains ethnic identity, while simultaneously
functioning as an instrument for social organization and regulation.

Keywords: Shan; Ethnicity; Cultural Identity
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Abstract

This academic article aims to explore and analyze the phenomenon of the existence of
Thai Buddhism in transnational contexts through the lens of “Buddhist Anthropology” amidst
the forces of globalization, which have generated complex flows of cultural and population
mobility. The study finds that Thai temples abroad do not function merely as traditional
religious spaces for ritual practice; rather, they have evolved into hybrid cultural spaces that
help alleviate feelings of alienation and cultural nostalgia among Thai diaspora communities,
who must navigate differences in language, legal systems, and ways of life.

The analysis reveals that the adaptive dynamics of Thai temples overseas can be
understood through three key dimensions. First, the re-spatialization of sacred space, in which
temples move beyond fixed physical forms toward the management of interior space as a
therapeutic and conducive environment (sappaya), aligned with local legal frameworks and
climatic conditions. Second, the role of Buddhist monks as cultural translators, who are
required to go beyond the preservation of monastic discipline and instead function as applied
anthropologists, capable of engaging with multicultural societies and communicating the
Dhamma in accessible, universal language for both local and younger generations. Third, the
formation of radical inclusivity communities, in which temples must avoid becoming ethnic
enclaves and instead develop into international Buddhist centers that welcome people of all
backgrounds equally. This involves flexible adaptation of rituals and the creation of activities
that support the intellectual and spiritual well-being of local communities, thereby enabling
Thai Buddhism to take root and sustainably flourish in contemporary global contexts.

Keywords: Buddhist Anthropology; Thai Temples Abroad, Globalization; Dhammaduta Bhikkhus
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vieid (Worldviews) n1siavesnsesssuyadilaiduienissnmanialiauduegudedio usfenis
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ninaulng gunsaaiuuIuIui

AuTmelsEn1sRennAenisadanindnualresinannisiduiissgug saungunfwug
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ATFIALY: NM3TANISITEUSHIAURNYY; VENULINYS

Abstract

This article aims to present new knowledge regarding social studies learning
management based on Buddhist principles by integrating three key principles of Buddhist
learning: (1) learning must begin with the self, which involves cultivating “chanda”
(wholesome desire) so that learners develop love and satisfaction in learning, leading to
“viriya” (effort and perseverance in seeking knowledge), “citta” (mindfulness and attentiveness
in learning), and “vimamsa” (self-reflection and self-improvement); (2) learning must be
accompanied by practice in order for learners to develop wisdom and direct insight through
hands-on experience; and (3) learning must be combined with enjoyment by organizing
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learning activities that promote happiness and interest among learners, such as play-based
learning, storytelling, case studies, and practical training, all of which help learners gain deeper
understanding and be able to apply knowledge appropriately in their daily lives.

Keywords: Social Studies Learning Management; Buddhist Principles
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Abstract

This academic article aims primarily to conduct a comparative analysis of the concept
of non-self (anatta) in Theravada Buddhism and the concept of emptiness ($tinyata) in
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Madhyamaka Buddhism within the Mahayana tradition. It seeks to explore their underlying
unity of insight, as well as to examine the implications for their application in the modern
global context, which is increasingly confronted with crises of ego and extreme individualism.
The study is based on primary textual sources and contemporary Buddhist scholarship.

The findings indicate that both Buddhist traditions share a common essential aim: the
deconstruction of the illusion of self-attachment (ego-transcendence), which leads to spiritual
freedom and liberation from suffering. However, they differ in their modes of expression and
levels of linguistic articulation, shaped by distinct historical and cultural contexts. Theravada
Buddhism emphasizes an analytical and reductionist approach through the framework of the
Five Aggregates (khandhas), demonstrating the absence of intrinsic essence and the lack of any
controlling “entity” (ghana). In contrast, Mahayana Buddhism, particularly the Madhyamaka
school, develops a relational and holistic perspective through the doctrine of emptiness
($unyata), highlighting the absence of inherent existence (svabhava), which in turn gives rise
to boundless compassion (mahakaruna).

Keywords: Non-self (anattd); Emptiness ($tinyata); Theravada and Mahayana Buddhism;

Dependent origination (paticcasamuppada)
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Abstract

One of the significant undertakings in the dissemination of Buddhism by the Sakyamuni
Buddha was His employment of the indriyaparopariyattifiana (the knowledge of others’
spiritual faculties) and the asayanusayafiana (the knowledge of latent tendencies), through
which He discerned the spiritual capacities and inclinations of individuals. When a person
appeared within the scope of His enlightened knowledge, the Buddha would approach them
with compassion, guiding them toward moral integrity through the observance of the Five
Precepts, the Three Refuges, or even the attainment of stages of noble sainthood
(ariyapuggala). His enactment of lokatthacariya-working for the benefit of the world-was
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carried out indiscriminately across all castes and social classes. However, a question arises :
why did King Ajatasattu, the son of King Bimbisara-a devoted lay supporter of the Buddha-
not receive such compassionate guidance, while Angulimala, the son of the court Brahmin of
King Pasenadi of Kosala, was personally sought out by the Buddha and saved from committing
anantarika-kamma (heinous offenses with immediate retribution)? This study suggests that
several contextual factors-such as the Buddha's age, the individual’s faith and merit
accumulation, karmic retribution, and even the political climate of the time -may have
influenced, to some extent, the Buddha’s discernment in approaching particular individuals
under specific circumstances.

Keywords: Buddha's activities; Angulimala; Ajatasattu; Anantarika-Karma
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